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DEAR,SEN ROTH

I AM A RETIRED AIRFORCE PILOT AND EXECUTIVE JET PILOT. AND MY CAREER IS TIiE
DIRH--:r RESllLT OF THE SPORT OF MODEL AVIATION,FROM ruE TI\1E I WAS SIX I HAVE BEEN
BUILDING MODEL AIRCRAFT. AT THE PRESENT 1'1 ME r HAVE ABOUT 20.000 DOLLARS WORTH
OF MODEL AIRCHAFT. SOME WORTH 3500 DOLLAHS EACH. 1AM THE PRESlDE~TOF OUR
LOCAL CLl.1B A.~D WE ENCOURAGE YOF!\,(i PEOPLE TO GET fNTO MODEL AVIATiON AS AN
ALTER~ATE TO J1.'ST HANGING AROUND ON THE STREETS. ALL OF OUR ASTRONAUTS WERE
MODEL AIRCRAFT BUILDERS.TIlE MODEL AIRCRo\FT lLA.S CHANGED IN THE PAST YEARS SINCE
I WAS A ROY. THEY ARE NOW CONTROLLED BY RADIO AND SOME CA~ FLY 200 MilES PER
HOUR. THEY CAN Wf:l(iH AS MllCH AS 5S POUNDS. AS YOU CAN SEt WE ARE NOT DEALING
WITH A STICK SAND TISSUE RUBBER POWERED MODEL THEY ARE MINIATUH.E AIRCRAFT
Wmi RETRACnNG LAl':DING GEAR WORKING Fl.APS fLASHING LIGfITS AND F FLY LIKE A
REAL .bJRPLANE. NOW THIS GRtAT SPORT IS THREATENED BY A PROPOSAL FROM TIiE FCC

THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION [FCC]IS CONSIDERING A PR DOCKET92­
235. IF ADOPTED, THE NEW RULES WILL GREATLY REDUCE THF USABiLrry OF fHEQUENCIES
ClJRREN11 Y ASSIGNED FOR MODEL AIRCRAFT USE AN"D INCREASE THE RISK OF ACCIDENTS
AND ATITNDANT LIABILITY FOR CONTROLLINn MODEL AIRCRAFT.

OUR R,6,DJO CONTROL FREQUENCIES ARE IN THE T2 TO 76 MHZ BAND THIS BAND IS
PRIMARlLY USED FOR PRIVATE, LAND ,MOBILE DISPATCH OPERATIONS. HO\VEVER, OUR
RADIO CONTROL FREQUENCIES IN THIS BAND ARE FAR ENOUGH APART FROM TIfE LAND
MOBILE FREQUENCIES TIlAT WE ARE ABLE TO SHARE TIlE BAND WITH OUT EITHER USE

- INTERFERJNG WITH TIiE OTIfER.
NOW TIlE FCC WANTS TO CREATE MORE LAND MOBILE FREQUENCIES BY SPLITTING

TIlEM 1]\;10 NARROWER BAND WIDTIiS AND REARRANGING TIlE BAND PLAN. AS A RESULT
MANY LAND MOBILE FREQUENCIES WILL BE CLOSER TO THE RADlO CONTROL FREQUENCIES
AND CAUSE INTERFERENCE WITH TIiE RADIO CONTROL OPERATIONS I AM TOLD THAT OF THE
50 FREQUENCIES TIiAT THE FCC HAS ASSIGNED TO THE CONTROL MODEL AIRCRAFT ONLY 19
WILL BE LEFT THAT WILL BE SAFE.

WE GO TO GREAT LENGTHS TO INSURE THAT OUR OPERATIONS ARE SAFE FOR THE
PEOPLE THAT VIEW OUR SPORT AND llfAT PROPERlY IS PROTECTED. MANY OFTIiE SAFElY
PRECAUTIONS INVOLVE THE COORDINATION OF THE ASSIGNED FREQUENCIES, AND IF THE
NUMBER OF ASSIGNED IS REDUCED A..<:j PROPOSED IT WILL CONGEST THE REMAINING
FREQUENCIES AND THE MARGIN OF SAFElY WILL BE GREATLY REDUCED.

REMEMBER NOW THAT SOME OFTIiESE PLANES HAVE WING SPANS OF 12 FEET AND
CAN WEIGH AS MUCH AS 55 POUNDS. TIlEY ARE CAPABLE AI' CAUSING MUCRDAMAGE AND
INJURING AND EVEN DEATIi IF RADIO INTERFERENCE CAUSES TIlE OPERATOR TO LOSE
CONTROL OF TIlE AIRCRAFT. WE OFTEN FLY OUR AIRCRAFT AT ORGANIZED EVENTS AND
CONTESTS TIlAT HUNDREDS OF OPERATORS AND SPECTATORS PARTICIPATE. WE NEED TIlE
USE OF THE FULL COMPLEMENT OF RADIO FREQUENCIES TO ENSURE A SAFE FLYING
ENVIRONMENT

I DO NOT TIl INK IT IS WISE FOR THE FCC TO SEEK TO IMPROVE THE OPERATIONAL
CONDmONS OF THE LAND MOBILE RADIO USERS AT THE EXPENSE OF TIlE RADIO CONTROL
MODELERS. THE FCC MAY NOT THINK WE ARE AS IMPORTANT AS THE BUSINESS USERS OF
RADlO EQUIPMENT, BUT WE HAVE CONSIDERABLE INVESTMENT IN OUR RADIO EQUIPMENT
AN D ruE HOBBY HAS THE GRASS ROOTS OF WHAT MADE THIS NAnON GREAT, IT GAVE US
ALL OUR ASTRONAUTS AND MANY A GREAT MAN AND WOMAN



PlEASE HELP ME CONTINUE THE SAfE ENJOYMrr.'T or MY AND MANY OTHERS
PASTI\1E, BY NOT ALLOWING TI1E fCC TO CABRY OLT [TS PROPOSAL') FUH THE 72 TO-76
MHZ BAND.

SiN~(l~Y.(}ffi
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